
January 2015

Bita Mesgarpour, PharmD, MPH, PhD 

July 6, 2019

To develop evidence-based practice



We are talking

• A brief history of Cochrane Iran 

• Cochrane Activities

� Translation Project

� Training

� Other activities

• Introduction to  ISYREN



The tale of Cochrane Iran

• A long story that is started about 15 years ago

• NIMAD has been negotiating this issue with the 

Cochrane Chief Executive Officer Office in UK from 

2015 onward

�NIMAD had invited Mr Wilson (Cochrane CEO) in Tehran, 

May 2016 

�He is also invited by Iranian Centre for EBM, Tabriz for 

joining the 5th ISEHC Congress , December 2016, Kish





Collaboration Agreement between NIMAD and 

Cochrane to establish Cochrane Iran Associated Centre
Jan 2017



Cochrane Iran Associated Centre

• Started its activities from Jan 2017 after reaching the 

agreement

• Cochrane’s official ‘Representative’ in Iran 

• Adopting the Cochrane strategies with respect to our 

environment

• Building a sustainable access to The Cochrane Library 

for MoHME and Medical Universities/Institutes/Centres



Opening Ceremony of Cochrane Iran
June 10, 2017





Cochrane 

Centres and 

Branches

Cochrane has 

representatives 

in 46 countries 

and regions

http://www.cochrane.org/contact/centres



Agreements (MOUs) between 

Cochrane Iran and 

1. Cochrane: Persian Language Translation and 

Dissemination Activities, April 2017

2. Wiley, publisher of Cochrane Library, May 2017

3. Iain Chalmers (founder of Cochrane) for creation and 

management of Testing Treatments interactive

website in Persian 



Looking for funding to support our activities



Iran.cochrane.org



Cochrane.ir



Translation Projects

� Translation of Cochrane Review Abstracts and

Plain Language Summary (PLS) in Persian

� Translation of Cochrane Blogshots in Persian

� Translation of  Cochrane Podcasts

� Translation of Testing Treatments: Better 

Research for Better Healthcare 

� Working on adding Persian to Cochrane.org 

through Memsource



Translation Projects in 16 + 1 Languages

Abstract and PLS translation: 

� Spanish

� French

� Japanese

� Portuguese

� Simplified Chinese

� Korean

� Thai

� Persian

Plain Language Summaries (PLS) 

translation: 

• Croatian

• Russian

• Malay

• Japanese

• German

• Polish

• Portuguese (Portugal)

• Tamil

• Traditional Chinese



Number of Translated Abstract and Plain 

Language Summaries (PLS) per Language, March 2019

7552 English Abstract 



Blogshot for disseminating in social media



Podcasts in Persian



Best of the Cochrane Library: 2018 in review



Testing Treatments interactive has been translated 

in 13 languages by now 



Training Activities by 2018

• 9 Standard training workshops on Cochrane Reviews

• 10 Standard training workshops on EBM

• 10  How to read a systematic review paper?

• One workshop on “Systematic Reviews” in each Medical 

University annually in 2018 � 60

• Providing the Update the best-seller book in Iran on 

systematic review/meta-analysis



Announcements of Cochrane webinars



http://www.aparat.com/cochrane_iran

Making access to the recorded videos of 

Cochrane webinars in Cochrane Iran Aparat Channel







No. of registered/updated clinical trials in ICTRP
May 2019

Iran
Japan

ClinicalTrials.gov - USA

UK

Rep of Korea

Germany
Thailand
South Africa
Sri Lanka

India

China



Supporting the use of Iranian RCTs and …

• Translation, data extraction and RoB assessment of 

Iranian Randomized Controlled Trials in English for 

including in the Cochrane Reviews 

• A project: The Risk of Bias in Iranian Randomized 

Controlled Trials Included in Cochrane Reviews, 

poster presentation in Edinburgh Colloquium 2018

• A project: Frequency and risk of bias of Iranian RCTs 

included in Cochrane Oral Health systematic reviews,

• A project : Frequency and risk of bias of RCTs included 

in Cochrane Oral Health systematic reviews, oral 

presentation in Chili Colloquium 2019



Subject of Iranian RCTs included in the 

Cochrane Reviews (N=556), based on CRGs

855
Iranian RCTs 



Number of studies with different level of risk of 

bias  in each item



Engagement of volunteers

Cochrane in Practice - Nursing

22 volunteers 

for translation

30 under 30



Telegram Channel
https://t.me/CochraneIran



www.instagram.com/cochraneiran

@cochraneiran



@cochraneiran



www.linkedin.com



Telegram Channel

105 Posts 812 Subscribers 36,477 Views

Aparat Channel

121 Videos 11 Followers 13,808 Views

Instagram

43 Posts 163 Followers    

Tweeter

90 Posts 126 Followers

Updated July 2019



Number of researchers with Iran affiliation 

registered in Archie

N=996



Cochrane Profiles of Iranian base on Primary Group

618 Membership Project

337 member of CRGs

18 Translation Project

14 Consumer Network

6 Cochrane Iran

3 Trainer’s Network



Cochrane Library access by country 2017-18

Rank: 38  out of 236



A concise and interactive 1 YEAR report



Cochrane Iran and the IRIMC signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding

• The Islamic Republic of Iran Medical Council 

(IRIMC) is the Iranian’s largest independent and non-

governmental organization in the field of medicine 

with more than 213,000 members.

• IRIMC responsible for licensing, authorization, and 

registration of all health care professionals (except 

nurses) to practice in Iran as well as advocacy for 

health care professionals’ and patients’ right.



Cochrane Iran and the IRIMC signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding

• To  strengthen the collaboration and information 

sharing of both organizations’ products 

• Training  workshops/lectures at IRIMC congress 

and seminars.

• Joint advocacy efforts to raise the profile of 

evidence-informed health decision-making



Iranian SYstematic REviewNetwork (ISYREN)

Vision

The ISYREN vision is to build a globally recognized 

organisation of excellence for supporting production and 

dissemination of high quality systematic reviews and 

generating high-impact evidence from research.

Mission

The ISYREN mission is to promote the knowledge and skills 

of experts in Iran to generate high quality systematic 

reviews for supporting health care decision-making. 







Contact us
Further information about Cochrane Iran

.تحقيقات قابل اعتماد

.تصميم گيري آگاهانه

.سلامت بهتر

info@cochrane.ir; CochranIran@gmail.com;

@CochraneIran

http://www.aparat.com/cochrane_iran


